Work Experience That Counts!!

Did you know that Parent Network of WNY, EPIC-
Every Person Influences Children and People
Inc. have collaborated on a volunteer internship
program located at the Parent Network /EPIC
offices every day?

Lisa Garrett, Volunteer Job Coordinator for
People Inc. has referred to the program as “Work
that Really CountsThis title was created in
2005, when the staff from the three agencies
put their creative minds together to organize volunteering efforts. The result was a
volunteer program in which participants from various People Inc. day programs and
local school districts travel to a community setting to get a real feel for office work.

The collaboration is unique and filled with opportunities for students and adults to
learn skills in the workplace. One set of skills , referred to as soft skills in the work
place, are an essential element to success. According to Bill Shultz, Director PV/
Employment Services who oversees the program, participants complete various
office duties while gaining a feeling of accomplishment. Lisa Garrett of People Inc.
coordinates all of the projects. Susan Barlow, Executive Director of Parent Network,
says “It really gives people who may be interested in working in an office environment
a chance to try it out and see if it works for them.”

The volunteers come to the office at 1000 Main Street from their day program or
school to work on various projects and office skills along side the staff from EPIC and
Parent Network. Jobs include: bulk mailings, filing accounts payable and receivable
forms alphabetically, reception duties, making phone calls, utilizing the copier, and
more.

Marley Becker, Program Administrator states, “It is amazing how everyone comes
together, and works together. Day Program, YALT and CAP learn so much. Lisa
is great at working with the participants, staff, and administrators.” In essence the
program is beneficial to the staff at EPIC and Parent Network and to the participants
who gain valuable experience. Jennifer Giolando and Avery Gill of Canisius College
YALT thanked Lisa Garrett, Sue Barlow, Ray Alvarado, and everyone that participates
in or supports this program. Jennifer Giolando also stated, “The pride of helping other
people is the most rewarding.”

This program certainly proves to be rewarding in all aspects of the definition and
continues to positively affect the lives of the participants, families, staff, administration,
and the whole community.
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Lose The Training
Wheels™is com-
ing to Western
New York. The
program aims to
teach individu-
als with special
needs to ride a
two wheel bicycle
and become life-
long independent riders. Lose The
Training Wheels™ is more than just a
bike-riding program. For many children
with disabilities, it's a seemingly impos-
sible task they can master in less than a
week’s time. Within days of learning to
ride, many children show independent
behaviors for the first time ever.

Learning to ride a two wheel bicycle has
many benefits, some obvious and some
not so obvious, including:

* Inclusion

* Increase in self esteem & self
confidence

» Positive change in family
dynamics

* Independent transportation

* Improved quality of life

For more information about this
program, go to their website at www.
losethetrainingwheels.org.

East Aurora High School has offered
to host the camp locally, and will also
assist in getting volunteers to work at
the camp, as it takes 2 volunteers for
every child. They can hold between
30-40 campers, ideally with a mix of
special needs between the ages of
8-15. The camp will be held the week
of July 13™, 2009. The cost per camper
is $300 and the organizers of this local camp
are seeking sponsorships and donations to help
enable families to send their children. For more
information about attending the camp or how to
be a sponsor, contact Anita Ballo at (716) 741-
3848 or email: hadbax@aol.com or visit www.
dspgwny.org.

Community Corner

Susan Barlow, Executive May 21, 2009
Director and David Mauricio, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Board Chairperson invite you
to attend Parent Network

of WNY’s Annual Board of

Buffalo Convention Center
Keynote Speaker: Kathie Snow

Direc_tors Meeting- This This event is open to the public and will bring
meeting will take place on together individuals with developmental
Tuesday, May 26, 2009 from disabilities and their families, human service
4:30 pm to 6:00 pm at The agency representatives, and local officials to
Parent Network of WNY, explore current issues in the field.
1000 Main Street, Buffalo, e . .
NY 14202, The Purpose of Life is a Life
of Purpose

In accordance with our
bylaws, all current Board
members and voting

April 25, 2009
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

members of Parent Network The NACC

of WNY are encouraged to 1201 Pine Avenue

attend. Thank you in advance Niagara Falls, NY 14301

for your participation in this Speaker: Thomas E. Pomeranz, Ed. D.
important meeting. $5.00 per person

For more information, call:
Jeff: (716) 754-8323, ext. 10

Congratulations Susan and Theresa

The following thank you note was received from Kim Gabel,
Transition Coordinator for Buffalo Public Schools. We congratulate
Susan and Theresa on a job well done. Keep up the great work.

\ , Deawr Sue Barlow & Thersa Drum,

Thank yow very much for making my
“Lunchv & Leawrnw about VESID” such ov
huge success. I had a good turw out
from pawents, students and commumnity
partners. Allleft overswerepassed outto
families which they were happy to-take.
tveryone loved the food, the priges and
the opportunity to-sign up for VESID! It
was ov very positive and relevant event
thanks to-yow all at Pawent Network. If
I cowv ever be of any service to- yow i
anyway, please do- not hesitate to-ask!

Sincerely Yours,
Kim Gabel
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Discipline with Dignity:
Effective strategies to
manage difficult behavior

Parents and Professionals
Learning Together Annual
Conference

Featuring - Dr. Allen Mendler

Thursday, April 30, 2009
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Lucarelli’s Banquet Facility
1830 Abbott Rd., Lackawanna, NY 14218

Call (716) 817-7484 to register

The conference will focus on demonstrating to
educators how to inspire motivation for learning
and behaving among difficult to reach students.
Participants will learn how to easily manage
power struggles and challenges to your authority,
eliminate obstacles that destroy your students’
desire to learn and uncover the secrets for
motivating and connecting with even your most
difficult students.
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The Parent Network of WNY
Phone: (716) 332-4170
Toll free: (866) 277-4762
Fax: (716) 332-4171
Information and Referral: (716) 332-4175
Website: www.parentnetworkwny.org

Special Insights is published four times a year.
Articles are gathered and edited by
Jennifer Zolnowski.

This newsletter is paid for in part by
the Dena B. Goldstein Family Resource Initiative.

Your support of the Parent Network is an invaluable
gift to all parents. You can lend your support to Parent
Network of WNY in several ways: by making a donation,
through a bequest in your will or becoming a member.
All donations are tax-deductible. Checks can be made
payable to:

The Parent Network of WNY

For more information on donations, bequests or
membership, call our main phone number.
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